
Daniel Was Rescued from the Lions
Daniel 6

King Darius (duh RIGH uhs) was the new leader in Babylon. Babylon 
was a large kingdom, so Darius picked 120 men to be governors 
over small parts of Babylon. Then Darius picked three men to be 
supervisors. They watched over the governors and made sure they did 
what they were supposed to.

King Darius picked Daniel to be one of the supervisors. Daniel was 
very good at his job—better than anyone else. Darius decided to give 
Daniel an even bigger job. He was going to put Daniel in charge of all of 
Babylon.

When the governors and other supervisors heard about this, they 
were jealous of Daniel. They watched Daniel and waited for him to do 
something wrong so they could get him in trouble. But Daniel did what 
was right. The other rulers couldn’t find anything to complain about.

The governors and supervisors knew Daniel loved God and obeyed 
Him. So they made a plan to get Daniel in trouble for praying. They 
went to King Darius and said, “King, all of your leaders think it would 
be a good idea to pass a new law. The new law says that for the next 30 
days, no one may pray to any god or man except you, the king. Anyone 
who disobeys the law will be thrown into the lions’ den.” King Darius 
agreed to pass the new law.

Daniel heard about the law, and he knew the law meant he wasn’t 
allowed to pray to God. Still, Daniel went into his house and prayed to 
God three times a day, just like he had always done.

The men who were jealous of Daniel saw him praying, and they went 
to the king. They reminded King Darius about the new law. Then they 
told him that they had seen Daniel praying to God. Daniel had broken 
the law.

King Darius was upset. He knew that Daniel deserved to be punished 
for breaking the law, but he thought all day about how he could save 
Daniel from the lions. “The law can’t be changed,” the men reminded 
King Darius.
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So King Darius ordered Daniel to be thrown into the lions’ den. 
“May the God you serve save you,” he said to Daniel. Daniel was 
thrown into the lions’ den, and a large stone was rolled over the opening 
of the den. The king went to his palace for the night. He did not eat and he 
could not sleep. He thought about Daniel with the lions.

As soon as the sun came up the next morning, the king hurried to 
the lions’ den. He cried out, “Daniel, has your God been able to rescue 
you from the lions?”

Daniel shouted back, “God sent His angel to shut the lions’ mouths! 
I am safe!”

The king was so happy! He ordered for Daniel to be taken out of the 
lions’ den. Daniel wasn’t hurt because he had trusted in God.

Then the king punished the men who had wanted to hurt Daniel. They 
were thrown into the lions’ den, and the lions killed them.

King Darius made a new law. He wrote that everyone must respect 
God. King Darius wrote, “He is the living God … He has rescued 
Daniel from the power of the lions.”

Christ Connection: God showed His power to rescue Daniel from 
the lions, but Daniel was just a small part of a much bigger story. God 
ultimately rescued us from a much bigger problem—sin and death—
through His Son, Jesus.

Daniel  
4

 
 
 

    © 2013 Lifeway



Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (2 minutes)
[Large Group Leader enters carrying a flashlight and 
wearing a flannel shirt and jeans.]
Leader • Welcome back to Mount Daniel Rescue 

Squadron’s command central! It is good to see that 
you returned safely to hear more about Daniel and the 
amazing Bible stories he recorded in his book of the 
Bible. Today is probably one of the most famous Bible 
stories ever. A lot of people consider it their favorite Bible 
story because it is full of excitement, suspense, and a 
daring rescue. Today we are going to look at Daniel 6. 
Before we get to Daniel 6, let’s review some of what we 
have studied about the Book of Daniel so far.

Timeline map (2 minutes)
Leader • Who can tell me what is happening in this picture 

from our Bible story about Daniel 1?
Point to the Bible story picture on the timeline map and 

• countdown video

• flashlight
• flannel shirt
• jeans

• Timeline Map

Session Title: Daniel Was Rescued from the Lions
Bible Passage: Daniel 6
Big Picture Question: What does God rescue us from? God rescues us 

from sin and spiritual death.
Key Passage: Daniel 6:27
Unit Christ Connection: Despite captivity, God used faithful people to 

continue His plan to provide salvation through Jesus Christ.
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select a kid to briefly share a couple of sentences about the 
story.
Leader • Thank you. And our big picture question and 

answer for that Bible story was, What did Daniel do in 
captivity? Daniel remained faithful to God. Daniel and 
his three friends chose to obey God even though others 
around them did not. God honored their obedience. 

OK. Our next story is this picture right here. We have 
three guys walking in some fire. Who remembers that 
story and can tell us a little about it?

Pause for a kid to answer. 
Leader • Great answer! Who was with Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego? God was with them in the fire. 
Last week we studied Belshazzar. He was a very proud 
king. What does God do to the proud? God humbles the 
proud.

Big picture question (1 minute)
Leader • Today our big picture question is, What does God 

rescue us from? What an exciting question! I love a good 
rescue story, don’t you? Today we are not only going to 
talk about someone in the Bible whom God rescued, we 
are also going to talk about how God rescues us. Are you 
ready for this adventure?

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Leader • Everyone open your Bible to Daniel 6. The Book 

of Daniel has had some amazing stories in it so far. I can’t 
wait to tell you today’s story, so let’s get right to it.

Open your Bible to Daniel 6 and tell the Bible story in your 
own words, or show the Bible story video “Daniel Was 
Rescued from the Lions.”
Leader • Raise your hand if you have heard that Bible story 

• “Daniel Was 
Rescued from the 
Lions” video

• Bibles
• Bible Story Picture 

Slide or Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Slide or Poster
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before. It is a popular story, but some of you may have 
heard it for the first time. No matter how many times I 
hear a Bible story, I always learn something about God. 
Someone tell me one thing you learned during today’s 
Bible story.

Call on several kids if you have time. Thank them for 
participating.
Leader • God rescued Daniel from the lions. Why was 

Daniel thrown into the lions’ den? He broke the law. 
Was it a good law? No. Daniel knew that it was more 
important for him to obey God than to obey the king. 
Daniel understood the consequences if he was caught, but 
he still prayed anyway. Daniel loved God. Daniel wanted 
to be faithful to God. 

How many of you think you could have done what 
Daniel did? Some of us might have been scared. 
Sometimes following God is hard. Other people don’t 
always agree with you. Sometimes they try to get you in 
trouble because you follow God. Following God is not 
easy, but we have to remember that God is always with 
us. Was God with Daniel? Did God rescue Daniel? Yes!

We have a much bigger problem than Daniel had. We 
have a problem with sin. Our big picture question is, 
What does God rescue us from? The answer is, God 
rescues us from sin and spiritual death. Read the entire 
question and answer with me. What does God rescue us 
from? God rescues us from sin and spiritual death.

How did God rescue us from sin and spiritual death? 
Right! God sent Jesus to rescue us. Jesus died on the 
cross to pay for our sin. God raised Him from the grave. 
Jesus defeated sin and death, and now we can be rescued 
from sin and death. That is GREAT news! Let’s thank 
God by clapping our hands.

Lead kids to clap for at least 20 to 30 seconds.
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)
Using Scripture and the guide provided, explain to boys 
and girls how to become a Christian. Tell kids how they 
can respond, and provide counselors to speak with each kid 
individually. Guide counselors to use open-ended questions 
to allow kids to determine the direction of the conversation. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
group leaders, or other adults any questions they may have 
about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)
Read Daniel 6:26-27 to the kids.
Leader • Who is the One who rescues and delivers? God 

is! Do I have any volunteers who want to say our key 
passage from memory?

Select a few kids and lead them to say the passage together 
from memory. Lead the entire group to read the key passage 
before challenging them to say the passage from memory. 
Guide kids to sing “He Rescues and Delivers.”

Discussion starter video (4 minutes)
Leader • Who secretly wishes they were a superhero with 

a superpower? How cool would it be? Someone tell me 
what superpower you would want?

Great ideas. Let’s watch today’s video.
Show the “Unit 19 Session 4” video.
Leader • Pretty funny stuff! Do we really get to have 

superpowers? No. We are human and are limited. But 
someone can do anything He wants to. Who is it? God is 
right. The Bible says that nothing is impossible for God. 
Name something that God can do that you can’t.

Could Daniel rescue himself from the lions? No. Who 
did rescue him? God rescued Daniel.

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster

• “He Rescues and 
Delivers” song

• “Unit 19 Session 4” 
discussion starter 
video

Daniel  
10

 
 
 

    © 2013 Lifeway



Sing (4 minutes)
Leader • It’s time to sing our theme song. Everyone stand 

up, and I need three volunteers to help me lead everyone 
to sing.

Select three volunteers. Lead girls and boys to sing “You 
Are I Am.”

Prayer (2 minutes)
Leader • Say our big picture question and answer with me. 

What does God rescue us from? God rescues us from 
sin and spiritual death. 

Daniel is an exciting book of the Bible! Think about 
some of the things we have heard and studied. Vegetables, 
a fiery furnace, a tall statue, a hand writing on the wall, 
Daniel’s interpreting, Daniel’s praying, a lions’ den, and a 
living God who rescues His people. Whew! And we only 
studied four stories in the book!

I had fun and I hope you did too. Come again and find 
out where we are going next in our journey through God’s 
plan to rescue people from sin. Join me in prayer.

Close in prayer.

Dismiss to small groups

• “You Are I Am” song

Older Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 19 • Session 4

  
11

 
 
 

                   © 2013 Lifeway




