
Noah and the Ark
Genesis 6:5–9:17

One day God looked at all the people on earth and saw they were 
choosing to sin. It was so bad that God was sad that He made people. God 
wanted people to have a relationship with Him, but the people did not want 
to know and obey God. Noah was different than all of those people because 
he was a righteous man. Noah was a descendant of Seth, Adam and Eve’s 
son, and Noah followed God.

Because the world was so sinful, God had to punish the people for their 
sin. Sin separates people from God because God is holy. To save Noah 
from this punishment, God instructed him to build an ark of gopher wood. 
The ark was to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. It would 
have rooms on the inside. God told Noah how to build the roof, where to 
put the door, and all the other details he needed to build the ark.

God shared with Noah that He would punish sin by sending a flood, and 
only Noah and his family would live. God established a special covenant 
with Noah; He would save Noah and his family. God also gave Noah 
instructions to bring animals into the ark. For most of the animals Noah 
brought one male and one female into the ark. Some animals God called 
clean and Noah brought seven males and seven females of the clean 
animals on board. Clean animals were animals that people were allowed 
to offer as a sacrifice to God, and after the flood they were allowed to eat 
the meat of a clean animal. God instructed Noah to put every kind of food 
that Noah’s family and the animals would eat on the ark, too. Noah obeyed 
everything God instructed him to do.

Next God told Noah to load all the animals, food, and his family onto 
the ark because God was going to send rain. It would rain 40 days and 40 
nights. This rain would cause a flood that would wipe out everything on 
earth.

After Noah, his family, and the animals entered the ark, God shut them 
inside. Noah’s family was protected as the waters rose and covered the 
entire earth. The high mountains were completely covered by the water. 
Everything on dry land died. Only Noah and those in the ark lived. For 150 
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days the water completely covered the earth.
But God remembered Noah and his family, so He sent a wind and the 

water began to go away. After another 150 days on the ark, the tops of the 
mountains were visible. The ark rested on the mountains of Ararat. After 40 
days Noah opened the ark’s window and sent out a raven. The raven flew 
back and forth until the waters dried up. So Noah sent out a dove, but the 
dove could not find a place to rest, so she returned to the ark. After seven 
more days, Noah sent the dove out again, but this time she returned with an 
olive leaf. Noah knew that the water had gone down from the lower areas 
of land. After another week Noah sent the dove out, and this time she did 
not return. Noah opened the ark and saw that the ground was drying.

When the ground was dry, God told Noah to bring everyone and every 
animal out of the ark. Noah built an altar and gave an offering to the Lord. 
God was pleased with Noah’s offering and promised Noah that He would 
never completely flood the earth again. God told Noah and his family to 
spread out over the earth and fill it with people. God gave Noah a special 
sign of the covenant He made with him. God placed a rainbow in the sky, 
so every time Noah and his family saw the rainbow it was a reminder that 
God remembered the covenant He made. The covenant was an everlasting 
covenant that God would always keep. 

Christ Connection: The story of the flood shows us how serious God is 
about sin. He will not leave sin unpunished. But the story of Noah also 
shows us how loving God is. He provided a rescue plan for one righteous 
man—Noah. And the rescue was extended to Noah’s family. This story 
points ahead to a greater rescue! Jesus, the only perfectly righteous 
person, came to take the punishment for sin. We trust His act of obedience 
and are saved from the punishment our sin deserves.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (4 minutes)
Leader  • Hello, boys and girls. Are you excited about 

today’s adventure at Big Picture Airlines? Have any of 
you ever been on a long trip? What did you pack for the 
trip? Since we are in the airport and getting ready to take 
a trip, what are some things you pack when you go on a 
trip?

Allow boys and girls to call out answers and list them on a 
piece of chart paper.
Leader  • Those are all great things to pack for a trip. Today 

we are going to learn about a guy in the Bible who took a 
different kind of trip from the ones we take. And the stuff 
he packed was very different from the stuff we usually 
pack. Let’s take a look at our timeline map and see where 
we have been so far in the big picture of God’s story.

Timeline map (1 minute)
Leader  • Here is the first Bible story picture on our 

• countdown video

• chart paper
• marker

• timeline map

Session Title: Noah and the Ark
Bible Passage: Genesis 6:5–9:17
Big Picture Question: Why does sin separate people from God? God is 

holy and separate from sin.
Key Passage: Genesis 1:27
Unit Christ Connection: God knew we would sin, and Jesus, our Creator, 

came to redeem us and protect us from the wrath of God by suffering 
for us.
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timeline map. Where did we visit first? Creation is right. 
And last week what happened? Adam and Eve sinned. 
Cain also sinned. We are like Adam, Eve, Cain, and Abel. 
We should follow God commands, but we choose to sin 
and do what we want. I see our picture for this week. Our 
timeline says that today we are talking about a guy named 
Noah. 

Big picture question (1 minute)
Leader  • The story of Noah will help us answer our big 

picture question. Last week we talked about sin. Does 
anyone remember What is sin? Sin is breaking God’s law 
and separates people from God. A consequence of sin is 
that sin separates people from God. Do you know why? 
Today our big picture question is Why does sin separate 
people from God?

Discussion starter video (3 minutes)
Leader  • Before we talk about Noah and find the answer to 

our question, I have video for us to think about.
Show “Right or Wrong?”
Leader  • That is an interesting situation. What would you 

do? 
Allow one or two kids to share.
Leader  • When we face choices in our lives, we need to 

remember God’s big plan to save us. Because Jesus died 
on the cross to rescue us from our sins, we should want to 
obey Him. The Bible tells us about Jesus and our need for 
Him. Our Bible story today can help us decide what we 
should do if we are ever in a situation similar to Mia and 
Brian’s.

Tell the Bible story (7 minutes)
Open your Bible to Genesis 6:5–9:17. Choose to tell the 

Tip: Remember 
to pause after 
questions to allow 
kids to respond.

• “Right or Wrong” 
video

• Bibles
• “Noah and the Ark” 
video

• big picture question 
slide or poster 

• Bible story picture 
slide or poster 

8  © 2012 LifeWay Christian Resources



Bible story in your own words, or show the Bible story 
video “Noah and the Ark.”
Leader  • Our question was Why does sin separate people 

from God? The answer to our big picture question is 
God is holy and separate from sin. What does it mean 
that God is holy? Holy is to be separate. The word holy 
describes God because He is perfect and completely 
righteous. Sin is the opposite of holy. All people sin and 
are separated from God because He is holy and cannot 
sin. But the good news is that God provided us a promise 
of salvation through Jesus. He also gave Noah a promise 
of salvation from the flood.

In our Bible story, when God looked at all the people 
on earth, He saw Noah was following Him. In the Bible, 
Noah is called righteous and blameless. That does not 
mean that Noah was sinless. He was still a sinner, but he 
followed God. God was gracious to save Noah and his 
family. Let’s watch the video we saw earlier again. 

Discussion starter video (3 minutes)
Replay “Right or Wrong?”
Leader  • How many of you have had a friend want you 

to break a rule and sin? Now that we have seen Noah’s 
example, what would you do if a friend wanted you to 
sin?

Invite a few kids to share their responses. Guide them to 
think about the Bible story as they formulate their answers.
Leader  • God will help us make the right choices when 

we ask Him for help. Reading our Bible and praying also 
helps us understand how to be righteous and blameless. 
Like Noah we can never be completely righteous and 
blameless. Jesus is the only one who is completely 
righteous and blameless.

Option: You may 
choose to review 
how to become a 
Christian using the 
guide provided.

Tip: Anytime you 
share how to 
become a Christian 
in a large group 
environment, try 
to have counselors 
available to meet 
one-on-one with 
kids. Make sure kids 
know who they can 
talk to and when 
they can talk.

• “Right or Wrong” 
video

Older Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 1 • Session 3

9  © 2012 LifeWay Christian Resources



In the Beginning

Key passage (5 minutes)
Leader  • The Bible tells us God’s flight plan to save us 

from our sins. Remember, a flight plan tells the airplane 
crew where the plane is going and how it is going to 
get there. It has special instructions for the pilot and the 
crew to follow. The Bible tells us God’s plan to save us, 
so we can know and love Him. We have been working 
to memorize a key passage from the Bible. How many 
of you have already memorized our key passage? Great 
work. We have two more weeks for everyone to memorize 
the key passage. 

Sing “In His Own Image.” Show the slide of this unit’s key 
passage, Genesis 1:27. Lead boys and girls to say the key 
passage together.

Sing (5 minutes)
Leader  • God has given us so many things. We have a 

beautiful world to live in. We have the Bible to tell us 
who God is and what He is like. God is so great and holy. 
It’s time for us to sing our theme song and praise God for 
all He has done and for His holiness.

Sing “You Are God Alone.”

Prayer (1 minute)
Leader  • We have learned a lot today about God’s holiness 

and Noah’s faithfulness to follow God’s instructions. In 
small group you will continue to learn about Noah and 
his special part in the big picture of God’s story. After 
I close in prayer, watch your small group leader for the 
signal to exit the airport. Don’t forget to memorize the 
key passage.

Dismiss to small groups

• key passage slide or 
poster 

• “In His Own Image”

• “You Are God Alone”
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