
God is in control of all things. Do you think it was just by chance that 
Caesar Augustus called for a census? Did it just so happen that Mary and 
Joseph were traveling to Bethlehem—the very place the Messiah was 
prophesied to be born? (Mic. 5:2) God used a pagan emperor to bring about 
His plan.

God’s plan was for Jesus to be born in a manger. A king born in a manger! 
It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent 
in the most humble of circumstances, “not to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life—a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).

Imagine the shepherds’ surprise when an angel of the Lord suddenly 
appeared. The Bible says that they were terrified! But the angel said to 
them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, 
was born for you in the city of David” (Luke 2:10-11).

What a relief! This angel had come to bring good news. First, he 
proclaimed a Savior. The people of Israel were well aware of their need for 
a Savior. They made sacrifices daily to atone for their sin. Finally, a Savior 
had come who would be the perfect sacrifice for sin, once and for all. Jesus 
is also Messiah the Lord.

The word Messiah means “anointed one,” especially a king. The Deliverer 
and Redeemer would be King over His people. And this was all happening 
in Bethlehem, the city of David—just as the prophet Micah said.

This is the best news ever! An army of angels appeared, praising God and 
saying: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people 
He favors” (Luke 2:14). The purpose of Jesus’ birth was twofold: to bring 
glory to God and to make peace between God and those who trusted in 
Jesus’ death and resurrection to provide salvation.
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Session Title: Jesus Was Born
Bible Passage: Luke 2:1-20
Big Picture Question: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to be God’s 

promised Savior.
Key Passage: Luke 2:30-32
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born.
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Welcome time
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Large Group Leader
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Introduce the session (3 minutes)
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Timeline map (1 minute)
Big picture question (1 minute)
Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
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Discussion starter video (4 minutes)
Key passage (5 minutes)
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Activity choice (10 minutes) 
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Jesus Was Born
Luke 2:1-20

During the time Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, the Roman 
emperor, Caesar Augustus, announced that everyone needed to be 
registered for a census. Every person traveled to the town where his 
family was from. Since Joseph was a descendant of King David, he and 
Mary left Nazareth and traveled to Bethlehem, the city of David.

While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby. 
Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place for Mary to have her baby, 
but every place was full because of all the people who were in town to be 
counted. So Mary and Joseph found a place where animals were kept, 
and that is where Mary had her baby, Jesus. She wrapped him snugly 
in cloth, and she laid him in a feeding trough, where the animals ate 
their food.

In the same region, some shepherds were staying out in the fields and 
watching their sheep to protect them from thieves and predators. All of 
a sudden, an angel of the Lord stood before them. A bright light shone 
around the shepherds, and they were terrified!

But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid! I have very good news 
for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, was born for you in 
the city of David.” Then the angel said, “You will find a baby wrapped 
snugly in cloth and lying in a feeding trough.” A king in a feeding 
trough? That was no place for a king!

All of a sudden, a whole army of angels appeared, praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to 
people He favors!”

So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find Baby Jesus. They 
found Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the feeding 
trough. The shepherds went and told others about the baby Jesus. 
Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised and amazed. Mary thought 
about everything that was happening and tried to understand it. The 
shepherds returned to their fields, praising God because everything 
had happened just as the angel had said.

The BiBLE stOrY
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Christ Connection: The birth of Jesus is good news! Jesus was not an 
ordinary baby. He is God’s Son, sent to earth from heaven. Jesus came into 
the world to save people from their sins and to be their King.

Christmas  
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Small Group OpEning

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Invite kids to decorate the room 
for a party. Provide a long piece of paper to create a 
banner, crepe paper streamers, and other supplies to create 
decorations.
Say • Today we are celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ!

Activity page (5 minutes)
Help kids untangle the three light strands to discover three 
definitions of the word forgiveness. Assist each kid in 
writing his or her definition of forgiveness. Discuss the 
different definitions.
Say • Have you ever had to forgive someone, and it was a 

very hard thing to do? Why do we need forgiveness? 
Do you think it is hard for God to forgive us when we 
repent and ask for His forgiveness?

Session starter (10 minutes)
Option 1: What I want to be game
Allow kids to take turns acting out what they want to be 
when they grow up. The other kids should guess what job or 

• banner paper
• crepe paper 

streamers
• other decorations

• “What Is 
Forgiveness?” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils

PREP
LOW

Option: To keep kids 
from choosing the 
same vocation or 
role, assign each kid 
a different role to 
act out.

Session Title: Jesus Was Born
Bible Passage: Luke 2:1-20
Big Picture Question: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to be God’s 

promised Savior.
Key Passage: Luke 2:30-32
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born.

Older Kids Bible Study Leader Guide
Unit 16 • Session 2

  
5

 
 
 

                   © 2013 Lifeway



role each kid is depicting.
Say • What do you think Jesus wanted to be when He grew 

up? 
• Jesus was born so He could live without sin and die 
for us. He grew up to pay the price for our sin and 
be resurrected from the grave in victory. Everything 
Jesus did brought glory to God. Jesus wanted to 
follow God’s plan. He wanted to rescue us from sin.

Option 2: Cake for one
Guide kids to make a single serving of cake by following 
the recipe below:

• 2 spoonfuls of angel food cake mix
• 3 spoonfuls of flavored cake mix
• 3-4 spoonfuls of water

Mix all ingredients together in a bowl and microwave for 
one minute. Check cake and microwave for another 30 
seconds if needed.
Say • Today we are celebrating the birth of Jesus. One of 

the traditions many people use to celebrate birthdays 
is eating cake. As we eat our cake, tell me one reason 
you have for celebrating or praising Jesus.

• What is your favorite Bible story about Jesus?

Transition to large group

• Allergy Alert 
• angel food cake mix
• flavored cake mix
• bowls, 1 per kid
• container of water
• plastic spoons, 

1 per kid
• microwave

Option: Mix the 
dry ingredients in 
a ziplock bag and 
attach a copy of the 
instructions. Invite 
kids to give the cake 
mix to a neighbor, 
friend, or family 
member as kids 
share about God’s 
plan to send Jesus 
to rescue us from 
sin. You may also 
wish to include an 
invitation to your 
church.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
[Enter carrying a bunch of helium balloons. As you begin 
talking, tie the balloons to different spots around the stage 
or teaching area.]
Leader • The balloons make everything so festive! It is 

beginning to look like a celebration is going to happen. 
Does anyone know what we are celebrating today? Yes. 
We are celebrating Jesus’ birth! What an exciting day for 
us to celebrate!

What do you think Mary and Joseph thought and felt 
when Jesus was born? 

Pause and allow a few kids to share their ideas.
Leader • Interesting ideas. I have another idea. I think we 

should start our celebration with a song. Let’s sing our 
theme song.

Sing (4 minutes)
Lead boys and girls to sing “Shout for Joy.”
Leader • Jesus came to die so we can be with God. When 

• countdown video

• helium balloons

• “Shout for Joy” song

Session Title: Jesus Was Born
Bible Passage: Luke 2:1-20
Big Picture Question: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to be God’s 

promised Savior.
Key Passage: Luke 2:30-32
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born.
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we repent of our sin and trust Jesus as our Savior and 
Lord, we can know and love God. We can be with God. 
Last week we talked about the part Mary and Joseph had 
in God’s plan. Mary and Joseph were chosen to be the 
earthly parents of Jesus. Look at our timeline map. Do 
you remember any other people we have studied who 
were a part of Jesus’ earthly family?

Timeline map (1 minute)
Select a few kids to come forward and point out a picture on 
the timeline map. Allow each kid to share who the person 
was.
Leader • Excellent answers! Thanks for sharing with 

us. The Bible has two lists that name people in Jesus’ 
family. The lists help us see how God’s plan to send Jesus 
happened. Not everybody in Jesus’ earthly family is on 
one of the lists, but some of the people we have studied 
are. Abraham, Ruth, King David, and King Solomon are 
just a few of the names listed. 

The people waited years and years and years for a 
Savior, and God finally sent Jesus to be with God’s people 
on earth. Let’s listen to our Bible story to see what kind of 
celebration the people had when Jesus was born.

Big picture question (1 minute)
Leader • Oh, wait a minute! I am so excited about today’s 

Bible story and our celebration that I almost forgot to tell 
you today’s big picture question. Our big picture question 
is, Why was Jesus born? Read our question with me, 
Why was Jesus born? It’s time to look at our Bible story 
and find our answer!

• Timeline Map

• Big Picture Question 
Slide or Poster
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Luke 2 and tell the Bible story in your 
own words, or show the Bible story video “Jesus Was 
Born.”
Leader • Well it doesn’t sound like they had a celebration 

like we would plan. No hospital, no doctors, no birth 
announcements with the picture of Baby Jesus on them. 
No baby shower with people giving presents like diapers 
and toys and cute clothes. Things were a lot different back 
when Jesus was born. But everything happened just like 
God planned. God’s plan is often different from our plans, 
and His plan is always perfect. Our plans, well, they 
aren’t really all that … perfect, are they? 

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem, and God sent 
an angel to announce His birth to a group of shepherds. 
Interesting. God didn’t send an angel to the kings and 
queens of the country. God sent an angel to the shepherds. 
Jesus was going to be a different kind of king than people 
were used to. Jesus came to save sinners. Jesus came 
to save people of all different nations. He came to save 
rich people and poor people. He came to save kings and 
shepherds. Jesus came to rescue God’s people from sin. 
What a glorious day! Do you remember what the army 
of angels said? “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to people He favors.” Let’s praise God by 
shouting “Glory to God” three times.

Lead kids to shout “Glory to God.” You may also wish to 
lead kids to clap or jump up and down in celebration.
Leader • Our big picture question today is, Why was Jesus 

born? Who knows the answer? The answer is, Jesus was 
born to be God’s promised Savior. 

But you know, in a way we are also remembering 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. Jesus was born to be God’s 

• “Jesus Was Born” 
video

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Bible Story Picture 

Slide or Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Slide or Poster
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promised Savior. Jesus wasn’t the same as every other 
baby. Jesus is God’s Son. He came to save us from our 
sin. He came to be our Savior and King.

We are sinners, and we can’t save ourselves. We need a 
Savior. God didn’t have to send Jesus to pay the price for 
our sin, but God loves us. He wants us to love Him. God 
sent Jesus to rescue us from sin so that we could know 
God. We can repent of our sin and trust Jesus as our Lord 
and Savior. God is so good to us.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)
Using Scripture and the guide provided, explain to boys 
and girls how to become a Christian. Tell kids how they 
can respond, and provide counselors to speak with each kid 
individually. Guide counselors to use open-ended questions 
to allow kids to determine the direction of the conversation. 

Because some kids are not comfortable responding 
during a large group time, encourage girls and boys to 
ask their parents, small group leaders, or other adults any 
questions they may have about becoming a Christian.

Discussion starter video (4 minutes) 
Leader • Jesus’ birth is very good news. What is the best 

news you have ever received? When we read or hear news 
or current events on TV, in the school paper, or on the 
Internet, is it usually good news or bad news? Check out 
this video.

Show the “Unit 16 Session 2” video.
Leader • If someone asked you if you had any good news, 

what would you say?
Allow several kids to answer. Encourage kids to be honest 
and affirm their willingness to respond. Invite kids to 
consider the Bible story as they formulate their answers.

• “Unit 16 Session 2” 
discussion starter 
video
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Key passage (5 minutes)
Leader • Well, I know one piece of good news that we can 

study before we go. It is our key passage. It is a message 
of very good news about Jesus. Next week, we will learn 
who said this passage and why he said it. Read the key 
passage with me.

Lead boys and girls to read the key passage. Guide kids 
to read the passage a second time with enthusiasm. Sing 
“Glory to Your People.”

Prayer (2 minutes)
Leader • Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to be 

God’s promised Savior. What did Jesus come to save 
people from? Yes. Jesus came to save people from sin.

After I close in prayer, your small group leader will 
lead you to your small group.

Close the group in prayer.

Dismiss to small groups

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster

• “Glory to Your 
People” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify 

that the word gospel means “good news.” It is the message 
about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the 
following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God 
created everything, and He is in charge of everything. 
Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read 
Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain 
what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and 
Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) 
The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot 
be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves 
God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. 
Say that God sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our 
sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. 
It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. 
Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect 
life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because 
Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into 
God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. 
Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our 
response: Believe in your heart that Jesus alone saves you 
through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that 
your faith is in Jesus. 

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in 
responding to Jesus.

Christmas  
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Small Group LEaDEr

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Print the key passage on index cards. Wrap the index cards 
in tissue paper and place them inside 4 or 5 gift bags. 

Encourage kids to look through each gift bag to collect 
all of the index cards and place them in order. After the kids 
arrange all of the cards in order, lead girls and boys to read 
the passage. 

Remove every other or every third card and lead kids to 
read the key passage again, with kids supplying the missing 
phrases.
Say • Our verse mentions that Jesus will be a light for the 

Gentiles. Who are the Gentiles? Gentiles are people 
who are not Jewish. Jews and Hebrews are other 
names for the Israelite people. Later we will learn 
when the Israelites began to be called Jews. Our key 
passage reminds us that Jesus not only came for the 
people of Israel, He came for the Gentiles too.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Challenge kids to tell the story of the birth of Christ. Ask 
kids to pretend they are telling someone who has never 
heard anything about Jesus before. Guide kids to take turns 
narrating. 

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• gift bags, 4 or 5
• tissue paper

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Small Group Visual 

Pack

Option: Use the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script for  
the narration.

Session Title: Jesus Was Born
Bible Passage: Luke 2:1-20
Big Picture Question: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to be God’s 

promised Savior.
Key Passage: Luke 2:30-32
Unit Christ Connection: The Savior God had promised was born.
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You may choose to allow kids to work in teams and take 
turns presenting their story for the other groups. Allow kids 
to plan and practice for a few minutes before performing.
Say • Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to be God’s 

promised Savior.
• What type of news is the birth of Jesus? (The birth of 
Jesus is good news! Jesus was not an ordinary baby. 
He is God’s Son, sent to earth from heaven. Jesus 
came into the world to save people from their sins 
and to be their King.)

If you choose to review with boys and girls how to become 
a Christian, explain that kids are welcome to speak with you 
or another teacher if they have questions.

• God rules. God created and is in charge of 
everything. (Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11; Col. 1:16-17)

• We sinned. Since Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Rom. 3:23; 6:23)

• God provided. God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue 
us from the punishment we deserve. (John 3:16; 
Eph. 2:8-9)

• Jesus gives. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again so we can be 
welcomed into God’s family. (Rom. 5:8; 2 Cor. 5:21; 
1 Pet. 3:18)

• We respond. Believe that Jesus alone saves 
you. Repent. Tell God that your faith is in Jesus. 
(Rom. 10:9-10,13)

Review the timeline in the small group visual pack. Review 
previous Old Testament stories and remind kids how long 
people waited for a Savior.

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Option 1: Good news pens
Say • The birth of Jesus was very good news. Name some 

PREP
LOW

• clear barrel pens
• wrapping paper
• double-sided tape
• scissors
• pliers

Christmas  
14

 
 
 

    © 2013 Lifeway



ways we can communicate this good news.
• Great answers! One way we can share the good news 
about Jesus is through writing. Today we are going 
to make good news pens. When you give your pen 
to someone, you can include a note sharing the good 
news about Jesus.

Using pliers, gently pry the ink barrel out of each pen. A 
teacher should do this! 

Guide kids to wrap the ink barrel with double-sided tape. 
Instruct kids to cut a piece of wrapping paper in a 1-by-5-
inch rectangle. Kids should place the ink barrel down on the 
inside of the wrapping paper and roll the pen to wrap the 
paper around the ink barrel. Trim the excess paper and slide 
the barrel back inside the pen.

Options: Provide supplies for kids to make cards for 
their pens to explain the good news of the gospel. Lead kids 
to wrap the paper or decorative tape around the outside of 
any type of pen.

Option 2: Bethlehem marble races
Provide each team with a paper plate, 10 straws, clear tape, 
scissors, and a marble. Guide kids to design and build a 
maze using the straws as the maze walls. Lead kids to label 
the start of the maze Nazareth and the end of the maze 
Bethlehem. After kids design their mazes, allow them to 
take turns racing the marbles (Mary and Joseph) from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem.
Options: Allow kids to make their own mazes by 

supplying more paper plates, straws, clear tape, 
scissors and marbles. You may also substitute shoe 
box lids for the paper plates, if you have enough.
Say • Why did Mary and Joseph go to Bethlehem? 
The Roman emperor ordered everyone to be 

registered for a census. They had to register in 

• round, oval or 
rectangular paper 
plates

• straws
• markers
• clear tape 
• scissors
• marbles
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their family’s hometown. Joseph’s family was from 
Bethlehem. 

• Was it part of God’s plan for Jesus to be born in 
Bethlehem? Read Micah 5:2 to find the answer.

• Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to be God’s 
promised Savior.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Say • Think for a minute how you would have brought 

the Savior into the world. Write your thoughts on 
your journal page. Would you have thrown a big 
celebration? Would you have wanted Jesus to be born 
somewhere other than Bethlehem? 

• Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to be God’s 
promised Savior.

• Why do you think God’s plan was for Jesus to be 
born in Bethlehem without a lot of attention? Write 
your thoughts in your journal.

• As we remember the birth, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, think about your family and friends. Do 
any of your friends and family members need to hear 
the message of Jesus? List your prayer requests on 
your journal page.

Close in prayer. Thank God that His plans are always 
perfect and that He gave His Son to us to rescue us from 
sin.
Say • Was Jesus the same as every other baby born, or was 

He different? Sometimes being different is a very 
good thing.

As time allows, lead kids to complete the activity page 
“Christmas Tree Differences.”

• pencils
• journals
• Bibles
• Journal Page, 

1 per kid 
• “Christmas Tree 

Differences” activity 
page, 1 per kid
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ChristmasUNIT 16 • Session 2 • Older Kids Activity Pages

Instructions: Untangle the lights by coloring each set of bulbs a different color to find three 

definitions of forgiveness. Write a definition of forgiveness in your own words in the space provided.

forgiveness:
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ChristmasUNIT 16 • Session 2 • Older Kids Activity Pages

Instructions: Find the differences in the Christmas tree 

picture. List all 15 in the spaces provided.

 
 
 

    © 2013 Lifeway



Journal Page

Christmas
Key Passage: Luke 2:30-32

Session 1:  Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph  
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-24

Session 2:  Jesus Was Born 
Luke 2:1-20

Session 3:  Jesus Was Dedicated 
Luke 2:21-40
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For my eyes have seen 
Your salvation

Which You have prepared before
the face of all peoples,

A light to bring revelation 
to the Gentiles,

And the glory of Your people Israel.

Luke 2:30-32
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For my eyes have seen 
your salvation,

which you have prepared in 
the sight of all nations:

a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles,

and the glory of your people 
Israel.

Luke 2:30-32
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For mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation,

Which thou hast prepared before
the face of all people;

A light to lighten the Gentiles,
and the glory of thy people Israel.

Luke 2:30-32
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For my eyes have seen 
Your salvation.

You have prepared it
in the presence of all peoples —

a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles

and glory to Your people Israel.

Luke 2:30-32
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For my eyes have seen your 
salvation that you have  

prepared in the presence  
of all peoples,

a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people 
Israel.

Luke 2:30-32
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Why was Jesus born?

Jesus was born to be God’s 
promised Savior.

UNIT 16 • Session 2 • Big Picture Question
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UNIT 16 • Allergy Alert

Today we will be tasting/
touching/sniffing:
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________

Please notify the leader 
if your child should not 
participate.

Instructions: Print this poster. You may laminate it and reuse it throughout the quarter. Use a dry erase marker to 

fill in the necessary information. Display the poster where parents and kids can see it before class.






