
The Book of Luke records just two narratives about Jesus’ childhood: His 
dedication (Luke 2:21-40) and His time at the temple when He was 12 
years old (Luke 2:41-52). Both stories set the stage for Jesus’ ministry on 
earth as an adult.

Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews. They had dedicated the baby Jesus 
according to the law of Moses, and they traveled to Jerusalem each year 
to celebrate Passover. God had commanded the men to appear before Him 
three times a year to observe certain festivals. (See Deut. 16:16.) Once a 
year, those who followed God’s law would travel to Jerusalem, often in 
large groups.

In Bible times, a Jewish boy became a man around age 12. His father 
would train him to take on all the responsibilities of adulthood, social and 
spiritual. Joseph was a carpenter, and he likely trained Jesus in his trade. 
When Mary and Joseph went to Jerusalem, Joseph might have taken Jesus 
around the city to teach Him the significance of the temple and explain the 
purpose of the Passover feast.

Jesus’ parents started the journey back home after the feast. They assumed 
Jesus was among their traveling companions, but He wasn’t. Jesus had 
stayed behind at the temple. Mary and Joseph traveled for a day before 
they noticed Jesus was missing. They went back to Jerusalem and found 
Him at the temple.

Jesus said to them: “Didn’t you know that I had to be in My Father’s 
house?” Mary and Joseph did not understand Jesus’ words. But Jesus is 
God’s Son, and it was necessary that He honor His true Father. In all this, 
Jesus did not sin.

The Bible does not give many details about Jesus’ childhood, but we do 
know that as Jesus got older, He grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and with people. Jesus carried out God’s plan to reconcile the 
world to Himself. (2 Cor. 5:19)
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Session Title: Jesus at the Temple
Bible Passage: Luke 2:41-52
Big Picture Question: Why was Jesus’ visit to the temple important? 

Jesus showed that He is God’s Son and that He came to do God’s will.
Key Passage: John 1:14
Unit Christ Connection: Old Testament prophecies looked forward to the 

birth of Christ. Jesus’ roles as Son of God and Messiah are established.

Small Group Opening
Welcome time
Activity page (5 minutes)
Session starter (10 minutes)

Large Group Leader
Countdown
Introduce the session (3 minutes)
Timeline map (1 minute)
Big picture question (1 minute)
Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)
Key passage (5 minutes)
Discussion starter video (5 minutes)
Sing (3 minutes)
Prayer (2 minutes)

Small Group Leader
Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Activity choice (10 minutes) 
Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
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Jesus at the Temple
Luke 2:41-52

Every year, Jesus’ parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Passover 
Festival. Passover was the biggest holiday for the Jewish people. Many 
people would travel to Jerusalem to celebrate and remember when God 
saved His people from slavery in Egypt.

When Jesus was 12 years old, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph went to 
Jerusalem together. When it was time to go home, Mary and Joseph 
began traveling to Nazareth with a large group of people. They did 
not notice that Jesus was not with them; they thought He was among 
the group of travelers. But Jesus was not with the group. He had stayed 
behind in Jerusalem.

Mary, Joseph, and the other travelers had been walking for a 
whole day when they began to look for Jesus. They looked among their 
relatives and friends, but they could not find Him.

So Mary and Joseph went back to Jerusalem to look for Jesus. They 
searched everywhere for Him, but they could not find Him. The city was so 
big, and Jesus was just a boy.

Finally, they found Him. Jesus was in the temple complex, sitting 
among the teachers. Jesus was listening to the teachers and asking 
them questions. Everyone who heard Jesus could hardly believe how 
much Jesus understood.

When Jesus’ parents saw Him, they were surprised. Mary said, “Son, 
why have You done this? Your father and I were worried. We’ve been 
looking everywhere for You.”

“Why were you looking for Me?” Jesus asked them. “Didn’t you 
know that I had to be in My Father’s house?”

But Mary and Joseph did not understand what Jesus was talking about.
Then Jesus went back to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph, and He 

was obedient to them. Mary remembered all of these things.
Jesus grew taller and wiser. God was pleased with Him, and so was 

everyone who knew Him.

The BIBLE STORY
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Christ Connection: Jesus went to the temple to worship. He is God’s 
Son, and He came to do God’s work. Jesus taught people, suffered, died on 
the cross for our sins, and rose from the dead so that we too can worship 
God.
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Small Group OpEnIng

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Ask each kid to talk about something 
she has lost. How did she feel? Did she ever find the item?

Activity page (5 minutes)
Invite kids to work in pairs or small groups to complete the 
“Searching Scene” activity page. Challenge kids to find and 
circle all of the birds in the park scene. Fifteen birds are 
hidden in the picture. 
Say • How good are your searching skills? Losing 

something I love makes me feel scared or sad. I look 
everywhere for it! When I find it, I feel so relieved.

Session starter (10 minutes)
Option 1: Amazing accomplishments
Invite a couple kids to share their greatest accomplishments. 
Explain that you will read a list of accomplishments. If kids 
think a 12-year-old accomplished the feat, they should clap 
and cheer. If not, they should remain silent. 

1. A 12-year-old boy from Oregon graduated from a 

• “Searching Scene” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils

PREP
LOW

Session Title: Jesus at the Temple
Bible Passage: Luke 2:41-52
Big Picture Question: Why was Jesus’ visit to the temple important? 

Jesus showed that He is God’s Son and that He came to do God’s will.
Key Passage: John 1:14
Unit Christ Connection: Old Testament prophecies looked forward to the 

birth of Christ. Jesus’ roles as Son of God and Messiah are established.
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college in Chicago.
2. A 12-year-old boy from India was accepted into 

medical school.
3. A 12-year-old girl from China had her paintings 

appear in worldwide museum exhibits.
4. A 12-year-old boy from Pennsylvania was 

nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.
5. A 12-year-old boy from France could read six 

languages.
6. A 12-year-old boy from Taiwan was accepted into 

an important music school in England.
Say • All of these accomplishments were actually achieved 

by 12-year-olds! Today we are going to hear a story 
from the Bible about something Jesus did when He 
was 12 years old. What Jesus did amazed the adults 
who saw Him!

Option 2: Human obstacle course
Invite the kids to form a human obstacle course by standing 
throughout the room. Each kid may stand with his feet wide 
apart, crouch on his hands and knees, or stand with his arms 
outstretched like the letter T. At each obstacle, the course 
runner should pass over, under, or around the obstacle.

Guide the first player through the course. When she 
finishes, instruct her to take the place of an obstacle and let 
another kid run the course.
Say • Moving around obstacles can be hard! It’s much 

harder than just walking without obstacles. In today’s 
Bible story, Mary and Joseph moved quickly through 
a crowd because they were looking for Jesus. Do you 
think they found Him? We will soon find out!

Transition to large group

Tip: Make sure kids 
choose stances that 
are appropriate 
for their style of 
clothing.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as your kids arrive, and set it to 
end as large group time begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
[Large Group Leader enters carrying a photo album.]
Leader • Welcome back, everyone! In case you forgot, 

I’m [your name], and we have been learning about 
photography. We already learned that the first photos 
were made nearly 200 years ago! And photography can 
be tricky. It’s an art, and if you want to get a really good 
photo, you have to learn all about your camera, different 
lighting and angles … all kinds of things.

Now I want to explain another important thing 
about taking a photo: the subject. What makes a photo 
interesting is often the very thing you are taking a photo 
of! Imagine you’re taking a photo of a person. How 
should that person stand? Should she look directly at the 
camera or off into the distance? In what location will you 
take the photo? These are all very important things to 
think about!

That reminds me, are you ready to hear another story 
from the Bible? The Bible is God’s Word, and everything 

• countdown video

• photo album

Session Title: Jesus at the Temple
Bible Passage: Luke 2:41-52
Big Picture Question: Why was Jesus’ visit to the temple important? 

Jesus showed that He is God’s Son and that He came to do God’s will.
Key Passage: John 1:14
Unit Christ Connection: Old Testament prophecies looked forward to the 

birth of Christ. Jesus’ roles as Son of God and Messiah are established.
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in it is true; these stories really happened! Today’s story 
is about our subject—Jesus—in a special location—the 
temple—for a very important reason! 

Timeline map (1 minute)
Remember to point to each story—“Jesus Was Born” and 
“Jesus Was Dedicated”—on the timeline as you review.
Leader • Before we get to the Bible story, let’s review our 

timeline map. So far we have learned about Jesus’ birth 
and dedication. Who remembers which books of the Bible 
tell about Jesus’ life? (the Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John) Who can tell me, Why was Jesus born? Right! 
Jesus was born to be God’s promised Savior. When Jesus 
was still young, His parents took Him to the temple to 
dedicate Him to God. Simeon and Anna were waiting at 
the temple. Do you remember, Why were Simeon and 
Anna waiting? Right again. Simeon and Anna were 
waiting for God to keep His promise to send Jesus to 
save them from their sins.

Big picture question (1 minute)
Leader • That leads me to our big picture question. Our big 

picture question is, Why was Jesus’ visit to the temple 
important? That is a very good question. I’m sure Jesus 
had a reason for going to the temple. Let’s listen to 
today’s Bible story to see if we can find the answer to our 
big picture question.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Luke 2:41-52 and tell the Bible story in 
your own words, or show the video “Jesus at the Temple.”
Leader • Mary and Joseph went to Jerusalem every year. 

The Jewish people celebrated Passover to remember the 

• Timeline Map

• “Jesus at the 
Temple” video

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Bible Story Picture 

Slide or Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Slide or Poster
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first Passover when God rescued His people from slavery 
in Egypt. When Jesus was 12 years old, He went to 
Jerusalem with Mary and Joseph. After the celebration, 
a whole crowd of people headed home. The people in 
the crowd were Mary and Joseph’s friends and relatives. 
Mary and Joseph thought Jesus was somewhere in the 
crowd, but He wasn’t. After a day of traveling, they 
realized Jesus wasn’t with them.

Imagine how Mary and Joseph must have felt! They 
hurried back to Jerusalem, retracing their steps. Finally, 
they found Jesus at the temple. Can anyone tell me what 
Jesus was doing at the temple? Jesus was listening to the 
teachers and asking them questions. Jesus said to Mary 
and Joseph, “Didn’t you know that I had to be in My 
Father’s house?”

What did He mean? Remember, Jesus is God’s Son! 
God gave Jesus earthly parents, but Jesus was born to be 
the Savior of the world! He came to do God’s will. Why 
was Jesus’ visit to the temple important? Jesus showed 
that He is God’s Son and that He came to do God’s will. 
Say the big picture question and answer with me. Why 
was Jesus’ visit to the temple important? Jesus showed 
that He is God’s Son and that He came to do God’s will. 
While Jesus was on earth, He taught people, suffered, 
died on the cross for our sins, and rose from the dead.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (optional)
Using Scripture and the guide provided, explain to boys 
and girls how to become a Christian. Tell kids how they 
can respond, and provide counselors to speak with each kid 
individually. Guide counselors to use open-ended questions 
to allow kids to determine the direction of the conversation. 

Encourage boys and girls to ask their parents, small 
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group leaders, or other adults any questions they may have 
about becoming a Christian.

Key passage (5 minutes)
Leader • Let’s say our key passage together. This is 

interesting. John wrote in his Gospel that Jesus (the 
Word) came and lived among us. When did that happen? 
(When Jesus was born.) John also wrote that Jesus is the 
One and Only Son from the Father. Can anyone tell me 
who the Father is? (God) Yes! Jesus is the Son of God.

Lead kids in singing “Grace and Truth.”

Discussion starter video (5 minutes) 
Leader • Raise your hand if you’ve ever lost something. 

Did you ever find it? Where?
Allow kids to share their experiences. Then show the 
“Unit 24 Session 3” video.
Leader • Finding something I’ve lost makes me feel so 

happy. Have you ever found something right where it 
belonged? Mary and Joseph searched for Jesus, and they 
finally found Him in the temple. Jesus said that He had to 
be in His Father’s house.

Why was Jesus’ visit to the temple important? Jesus 
showed that He is God’s Son and that He came to do 
God’s will.

Sing (3 minutes)
Leader • Jesus came to do God’s work. He didn’t have His 

own plans about what His life would be like. Jesus was 
completely obedient to God and God’s plan for His life, 
even though that plan was not easy. Jesus taught people, 
suffered, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. 
Because of Him, we can worship God. Let’s worship Him 

• Key Passage Slide or 
Poster

• “Grace and Truth” 
song

• “Unit 24 Session 3” 
discussion starter 
video

• “In Jesus’ Name” 
song
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now. Sing our theme song with me.
Lead boys and girls to sing “In Jesus’ Name.”

Prayer (2 minutes)
Leader • Thanks for being here, everyone. I hope you’ll 

remember this week’s photography tip: Think about the 
subject! (The subject, of course, is what you’re taking a 
picture of!) I hope you also learned a lot about the subject 
of today’s Bible story: Jesus. Jesus is actually the subject 
of the whole Bible! The Bible is all about God’s plan to 
bring sinners back to Himself through His Son, Jesus. 
Before you go to your small groups, I’m going to pray.

Close in prayer. Thank God for sending His Son, Jesus, to 
do His will. Pray that God will lead kids to trust in Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior.

Dismiss to small groups
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify 

that the word gospel means “good news.” It is the message 
about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the 
following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God 
created everything, and He is in charge of everything. 
Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read 
Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain 
what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and 
Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) 
The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot 
be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves 
God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. 
Say that God sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our 
sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. 
It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. 
Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect 
life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because 
Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into 
God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. 
Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our 
response: Believe in your heart that Jesus alone saves you 
through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that 
your faith is in Jesus. 

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in 
responding to Jesus.
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Small Group LEADER

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Direct kids to sit in a circle. Invite them to play an echo 
game to practice the key passage. First, lead everyone to say 
the key passage together. Then choose one kid to begin. The 
first kid will say the first word of the passage. The next kid 
will echo the first word and then say the second word. The 
third kid will echo the second word and say the third word. 
Continue until kids recite the entire key passage.
Say • Great job, everyone. Our key passage reminds me 

of what we learned in today’s Bible story. Jesus 
is the One and Only Son from the Father. Do you 
remember, Why was Jesus’ visit to the temple 
important? Jesus showed that He is God’s Son and 
that He came to do God’s will.

Bible story review & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Review the timeline in the small group visual pack. 
Then help kids find Luke 2:41-52 in their Bibles. Invite 
volunteers to take turns reading two verses at a time until 
they read the entire passage. Ask the following review 
questions about the story. Encourage the kids to look over 
the story in their Bibles to find the answers. If a kid knows 

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Small Group Visual 

Pack

  Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

Session Title: Jesus at the Temple
Bible Passage: Luke 2:41-52
Big Picture Question: Why was Jesus’ visit to the temple important? 

Jesus showed that He is God’s Son and that He came to do God’s will.
Key Passage: John 1:14
Unit Christ Connection: Old Testament prophecies looked forward to the 

birth of Christ. Jesus’ roles as Son of God and Messiah are established.
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the answer, he should raise his hand. Allow time for several 
kids to raise their hands before calling on one of them to 
answer.
Say • How often did Mary and Joseph go to Jerusalem? 

(every year, Luke 2:41)
• How old was Jesus when He went to Jerusalem with 
His parents? (12 years old, Luke 2:42)

• How many days did Jesus’ parents travel before they 
realized Jesus wasn’t with them? (one, Luke 2:44)

• How many days did Mary and Joseph search for 
Jesus? (three days, Luke 2:46)

• Where did Mary and Joseph find Jesus? (in the 
temple, Luke 2:46)

• What was Jesus doing in the temple? (sitting among 
the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions; Luke 2:46)

• Where did Jesus say He had to be? (in His Father’s 
house, Luke 2:49)

• Why was Jesus’ visit to the temple important? Jesus 
showed that He is God’s Son and that He came to 
do God’s will.

• Did Jesus disobey His parents when He stayed at the 
temple? (No, Jesus never sinned.) Jesus did what was 
right. He was in the temple—His Father’s house—
because He is God’s Son. Jesus showed that He is 
God’s Son and that He came to do God’s will. He 
came to save people from their sins.

If you choose to review with boys and girls how to become 
a Christian, explain that kids are welcome to speak with you 
or another teacher if they have questions.

• God rules. God created and is in charge of 
everything. (Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11; Col. 1:16-17)

• We sinned. Since Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Rom. 3:23; 6:23)
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• God provided. God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue 
us from the punishment we deserve. (John 3:16; 
Eph. 2:8-9)

• Jesus gives. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again so we can be 
welcomed into God’s family. (Rom. 5:8; 2 Cor. 5:21; 
1 Pet. 3:18)

• We respond. Believe that Jesus alone saves 
you. Repent. Tell God that your faith is in Jesus. 
(Rom. 10:9-10,13)

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Option 1: Let’s ask questions
To prepare, write various nouns on separate index cards. 
Include people, places, and things. (Examples: Abraham 
Lincoln, New York, kite) Make one card for each kid.
Form groups of three or four kids. Give each kid a card.
Invite kids to take turns answering questions about their 
person, place, or thing. Kids should ask yes or no questions 
to try figure out what the noun is. Suggestions: Can you eat 
it? Is it a famous person? Is the place in America?
Say • Asking questions is a great way to get answers and 

learn new things. Jesus’ parents found Him in the 
temple asking and answering questions.

• Why was Jesus’ visit to the temple important? Jesus 
showed that He is God’s Son and that He came to 
do God’s will.

Option 2: My Father’s house
Choose one volunteer to be the target. Lead him to practice 
saying his line: “Here I am!”

Choose another volunteer to be a searcher. Blindfold the 
searcher and lead her to practice her line: “Where are you?”

PREP
LOW

• index cards, 1 per 
kid

• marker

• blindfold
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Guide the rest of the class to spread out throughout the 
room. Explain the game: The searcher is trying to locate 
the target. The target must stay in one spot, but the other 
kids (obstacles) may move carefully around the room. Kids 
should clap or snap their fingers so the searcher can detect 
the obstacles. Supervise for safety.

As the searcher moves around, she should call out, 
“Where are you?” The target must respond, “Here I am!” 
The searcher should respond to the target’s voice to locate 
him. When the searcher locates the target, choose new 
volunteers to be the searcher and target. Remaining kids 
will be obstacles.
Say • Jesus grew and worked with His father Joseph. God 

had chosen Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly father, but 
Jesus’ true Father is God. Even at a young age, Jesus 
understood that He is God’s Son. He knew what was 
most important. That is why He said, “Why were you 
searching for Me? Didn’t you know that I had to be 
in My Father’s house?”

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Remind kids that asking questions is one way to find out 
more about something. Encourage kids to write on their 
journal pages some questions they might have about God, 
Jesus, or the Bible. Encourage them to seek answers to their 
questions by talking with a teacher, parent, or church leader.
Say • Why was Jesus’ visit to the temple important? Jesus 

showed that He is God’s Son and that He came to 
do God’s will.

Invite kids to share prayer requests. Close the group in 
prayer. As time allows, lead kids to complete the activity 
page “Looking for Jesus.”

• pencils
• journals
• Bibles
• Journal Page, 

1 per kid 
• “Looking for Jesus” 

activity page, 
1 per kid
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Journal Page

God’s Plan Is Jesus
Key Passage: John 1:14

Session 1:  Jesus Was Born  
Luke 2:1-20

Session 2:  Jesus Was Dedicated 
Luke 2:21-40

Session 3:  Jesus at the Temple 
Luke 2:41-52

Session 4:  Jesus Was Baptized 
Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:21-22; 
John 1:19-34

Session 5:  Jesus Was Tempted 
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13

Session 6:  Jesus Called Disciples 
Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9-13; Mark 1:16-20; 
2:13-14; 3:13-19; Luke 5:27-32; 6:12-16
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And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory 

as of the only begotten 
of the Father, full of grace 

and truth.
John 1:14
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The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory, the 

glory of the one and only 
Son, who came from 

the Father, full of grace 
and truth.

John 1:14
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And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth.

John 1:14
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The Word became flesh and 
took up residence among 

us. We observed His glory, 
the glory as the One and 

Only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.

John 1:14
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And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace 
and truth.

John 1:14
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Why was Jesus’ visit to 
the temple important?
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Why was Jesus’ visit to 
the temple important?

Jesus showed that He is 
God’s Son and that He came 

to do God’s will.
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God’s Plan Is JesusUNIT 24 • Session 3 • Older Kids Activity Pages

Instructions: How good are your searching skills? 

Try to find the 15 birds in this park.
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Instructions: Can you help Mary and Joseph navigate through the countryside? 

Only one path will take them back to Jerusalem to find Jesus.
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Unit 24 • Allergy Alert

Today we will be tasting/
touching/sniffing:
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________

Please notify the leader 
if your child should not 
participate.

Instructions: Print this poster. You may laminate it and reuse it throughout the quarter. Use a dry erase marker to 

fill in the necessary information. Display the poster where parents and kids can see it before class.
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